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Abstract 1 In total, 16 spp. were observed in 
summer 2012. Somatochlora sahlbergi was en-
countered in the shrub tundra around Worku-
ta. S. graeseri and S. pedemontanum are new for 
the Komi-Republic.
 
Introduction
The northeastern European boreal odonate fau-
na is poorly known (SKVORTSOV 2008, 2010). 
Some species have been recorded from the Si-
berian part of the Polar Ural (HARITONOV 
1974, 1975) and from the southern Ural (YAN-
YBAEVA et al., 2006, HARITONOV & ERE-
MINA 2010). Other extensive material from the 
Komi- Republic has been published by BELY-
SHEV et al. (1974), STRONK (1977), SPURIS 
(1996) and PETERS (1997).
 In the Komi-Republic, there is located one of 
the most famous landscapes of the European 
boreal forests (ANUFRIEV, 2000), i.e. the Vir-
gin Komi Forest (surface 3,28 million ha), clas-
sified as a UNESCO World Heritage Nature 
Reserve. The Petchoro-Ilycheski Zapowednik (a 
Strict Nature Reserve and a Biosphere Reserve; 
surface 730,000 ha), represents a part of it in 
the West European taiga. Since no information 
on the odonate fauna of this zapowednik seems 

to be available, a few observations are brought 
on record here.

Material and methods
Dragonflies were observed and collected at sev-
en localities in the Vorgashor river valley, Po-
lar Ural tundra, near Workuta (25-VII-2012), 
and in the Petchoro-Ilychski Reserve (28-VII to 
7-VIII-2012).

Localities
(1)  Oxbow in the Vorgashor valley 20 km SE of 

Workuta (67°25’31.89”N, 64°25’32.19”E). 
The Vorgashor is a small tributary of the 
Usa, in the shrub-tundra. 1 Oxbow with 
floating vegetation of Sparganium angus-
tifolium. Fish (Phoxinus sp.) were also ob-
served.

(2)  Petchora river and valley surrounding 
the village of Yaksha (61°49’11.46”N, 
56°49’50.32”E). Yaksha is the administra-
tive centre of the zapovednik. 1 At Yak-
sha, the Petchora is approximately 200 m 
wide, with many water plants. The banks 
fringed by taiga coniferous forest.

(3)  Bog N of the village of Yaksha 
(61°53’1.49”N, 56°48’7.34”E). 1 A big 
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sphagnum bog 10 km N of the village.
(4)  Petchora in Ust-Unya (61°42’29.16”N, 

57°26’54.40”E). 1 The Petchora is here 
approximately 130 m wide.

(5)  Lower reaches of the Shaitanovka riv-
er, near the mouth in the Petchora (Kor-
don Shaitanovka) (62° 1’55.44”N, 
58°10’55.04”E). 1 Here, the Shaitanovka 
is 30-40 m wide with many water plants, 
some islets with Equisetum fluviatilis, Peta-
sites sp. and Carex sp., on the banks taiga 
forest.

(6)  Oxbow in the Kordon Shaitanovka (62° 
1’39.59”N, 58°10’22.94”E). 1 Dense vege-
tation from Equisetum fluviatilis and Carex 
sp., surrounded by taiga forest.

(7)  Oxbow of the Shaitanovka 2,5 km N of 
the Kordon Shaitanovka (62° 2’19.62”N, 
58°11’29.09”E). 1 Dense vegetation con-
sisting of Equisetum fluviatilis and Carex 
sp., surrounded by taiga forest.

Records
– Calopteryx virgo (L.) – (2) and (5): regulary 

observed on the banks; – (7): 2-VIII-2012, 
1/. 

– Lestes dryas Kirby – (6) and (7): regulary ob-
served in dense vegetation of the oxbows.

– Lestes sponsa (Hansem.) – (6) and (7): regu-
lary observed in dense vegetation of the ox-
bows.

–  Enallagma cyathigerum (Charp.) – (7): 
2-VIII-2012, 1?, 1/.

– Aeshna caerulea Ström: – (1): 25-VII-2012, 
2?, 1 pair; – (3): 29-VII-2012, 1?

– Aeshna cyanea (Müll.) – (6): 1-VIII-2012, 
1/, flying over a path in the taiga forest.  

– Aeshna grandis (L.) – (5), (6) and (7): very 
regulary observed, also in the taiga forest.

– Aeshna juncea (L.) – (1): 25-VII-2012, 3?; – 
(5), (6) and (7): regulary observed.

– Gomphus vulgatissimus (L.) – (2)  : 28-VII-
2012, 1 exuviae about 50 m from the shore of 
the Petchora river; – (4): 30-VII-2012, 1 old 
/. 

– Ophiogomphus cecilia (Fourcroy) – (2): 28-
VII-2012, 15 exuviae, about 5-10 m from the 
Petchora banks; – (3): 29-VII-2012, some 
pairs on the shrubs in the bogs; – (4): 30-VII-
2012, regulary pairs flying about the river 

surface.
– Somatochlora graeseri Selys – (6): 5-VIII-

2012, 3?; – (7): 31-VII-2012: 2? flew in pa-
trol flight like S. metallica ??, but not as 
evenly, and a little higher above the ground.

–  Somatochlora metallica (Vander L.) – (6): 
5-VIII-2012, 2?, 1/; – (7): 31-VII-2012: 1?. 
All specimens had black pterostigmas and 
brownish wings. 

–  Somatochlora sahlbergi Trybom – (1): 25-
VII-2012, 1?, observed only during a short 
sunny period on a day with changeable 
weather.

– Sympetrum flaveolum (L.) – (3): 29-VII-2012, 
very regulary; – (5):  1-VIII to 7-VIII-2012, 
very regulary in terrestrial habitats, 2-VIII-
2012: pairs layed eggs in the moss on a islet 
of the Shaitanovka; – (6): 5-VIII-2012, regu-
lary, oviposition.

– Sympetrum danae (Sulzer) – (3): 29-VII-
2012, 1?; – (5): 2-VIII-2012, 1 teneral ?.

– Sympetrum pedemontanum (Müller in Allio-
ni) – (2): 29-VII-2012, 1? sitting in the veg-
etation on the river bank.

Discussion
So far, 45 odonate species were recorded from 
the Komi-Republic (BELYSHEV et al., 1974; 
STRONK, 1977; SPURIS, 1996; PETERS, 
1997), including an unclear record of Soma-
tochlora sahlbergi (STRONK, 1977, p. 93), 
reading: “S. sahlbergi Trybom. Redok. VII-VI-
II. Uchta, Poljarny Ural. Litchinki nje naideny” 
[S. sahlbergi Trybom. Rare. VII-VIII. Uchta, 
Polar Ural. Larvae not found]. Other records 
of species from Uhta he did not cite with the 
additive “Polar Ural”. Only one other place he 
noted with this additive: “Seyda, PolarUral” 
(STRONK l.c.). The place Seyda lies 50 km S 
of Workuta on the Petchora railway. It is, there-
fore, possible that S. sahlbergi also occurs here 
and perhaps throughout the subarctic tundra in 
the north of the Komi- Republic. Two species 
are new for the Komi-Republic: Somatochlo-
ra graeseri and Sympetrum pedemontanum. S. 
graeseri was found in the South Ural (HARI-
TONOV & EREMINA, 2010), and recently in 
the Pinega region, Arkhangelsk province (BER-
NARD, 2012). It is possible, that this East Pal-
aearctic species have a disjunct area throughout 



Notul. odonatol., Vol. 8, No. 2, pp. 17-36, December 1, 2013 23

the Ural Mts (see also KOSTERIN, 2005). S. 
graeseri flew always together with S. metallica. 
All caught S. metallica specimens had black 
pterostigmas and brownish wings, like S. m. ab-
ocanica (LOHMANN, 1994). The status of S. 
metallica subspecies is unclear or controversial 
(WILDERMUTH, 2008). Alternatively, the in-
tensity of the brown colour of the wings may be 
controlled by temperature, as in Libellula quad-
rimaculata praenubila (BEUTLER, 1986). The 
location of S. pedemontanum in the Petchora 
valley is about 1.000 km N of the nearest cur-
rently known records (in the southern Ural 
(HARITONOV & EREMINA, 2010).
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Abstract – The larvae of 8 spp., collected in 2010, 
are brought on record. Six of them occurred in 
both places, whereas Gomphus schneiderii and 
Onychogomphus forcipatus albotibialis were re-
stricted to the peninsula. The Marmara records 
are the first odon. records from the island. 

Introduction
Marmara island and Kapıdağ peninsula are 
situated within the Balıkesir province, south of 
the Marmara Sea in northweastern Turkey. The 
information on the Odonata of the province 

was provided by DEMIRSOY (1982), VAN 
PELT (2004) and KALKMAN et al. (2004). 
Most records originate from the town of Edre-
mit, located in the mainland of  the province. 
The Marmara island has not been previously 
explored odonatologically. It is the second larg-
est island in Turkey. 
 We hope that the present data combined with 
those to be obtained from the mainland and the 
adjacent islands, in the future will make possi-
ble a species evaluation according to the theory 
of island biogeography.


